Resumption of oestrous behaviour and cyclic ovarian activity in suckling and non-suckling ewes.
In Préalpes de Sud ewes after an autumn lambing, the mean post-partum interval to first LH surge was 10 +/- 1 days and 17 +/- 1 days for non-suckling and suckling ewes, respectively. Post-partum interval to first luteal phase, estimated from plasma progesterone concentrations, was similar in non-suckling and suckling ewes (27 +/- 1 days and 28 +/- 5 days, respectively). Interval to first oestrus was shorter in non-suckling (22 +/- 2 days) than in suckling ewes (35 +/- 2 days) but these first oestrous periods were followed by short luteal phases in 60% (12/20) of non-suckling ewes and in only 7% (2/29) of suckling ewes. Finally, suckling slightly postponed the resumption of the first oestrus followed by a normal oestrous cycle (37 +/- 1 days versus 31 +/- 2 days) because progesterone, essential for oestrus expression, was secreted mainly during normal luteal phases in 70% (21/30) of suckling ewes and during short cycles in 95% (21/22) of non-suckling ewes. Therefore, the primary consequence of suckling is to regulate the conditions of resumption of cyclic ovarian activity after parturition.